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I'tr{LCI,flEnS THAT DON tT Bt00yl fN THE SPRINGIT

by

Fled Korotkin

April 18, 1968

firaranty State Bank
370O West' Broadway

F?ed Korotkin, speaker at our neort meeting, is national president of the
American Topical Association, Iocal author, and critic for the l4inneapolis
Star and Tribune. He has had magazine articles in such periodicals as
Na&lLeL !is!ory, American Forests, Popular Gardening, Ford Times, and about
ffitr=irr,e oEG;s@- t@ir[6t@@rarmer be-
cause they paid hi-m for an arttcle which t is
mrittngs have been reprinted in Great Britain and India, Iou may remember
his story on the Drluth mongoose that was popular a few years ago,

g0MLNq ATTfiACTI0N . . . . r .The It{ay 16th neeting will inelude Arnerican
@es of new tall bearded iris and dwarf 5-ris, a little Iris
Show (dwarf iris), srd dlscussion of selecting and transporting iris to
the shou.
-'FnnsrogM rs ME$SAGE

ffi seer'this promlses to be a rong hot sursner. r looked
to the sky quite often in Februa4y, March, and the flrst few days of April
to see.dust hlgh in the sky qrrite like the storms of the early 1930ts. fn
ehecking our records, I find we have had about eight inches of rainfall Less
than normel. Stnce Jr:ne 1967 when the heavy rains caught up fof the prerious
faIl and winter supply, we have consistently had less than normal ralnfaIl.
There are some gardening practlces we can put into use to help conserve mois-
ture, such as keep weeds down so that there are fewer leaves (transpiration
surfaces) availabl"e to the hot winds; mulch the ground with a falrly deep
layer of mulch to keep soil eool and hold the rains we do get and to prevent
nrnoff; irrigate as necessary, trylng not to be hogglst5 as otherc irill need
water too. Here one rmrst look at the whole scene and sijt values. Like
beautifirl mrsic, beautiffrl lanns and flower gardens are an esthetic neeessity,
yet a vegetable garden or crop land should have first dibs on the water sup-
pIy even before business uses, because preservation of life is more import-
ant than enjoying life.
Since the r,rater table is quite 1oo, the extra water he3.d by the rmrl-ch would
benefit others and would not be any hlndrance ehould we get a sudden down-l
pour as we had in June 1967. frrigatton water is going.to become more of-a
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problen because we are increasing our population and therefore have need of
more wat,er if we are to keep the standard of civilizati-on (f) tnat we have
grolrn accustomed to. Unless engineers, perhaps weather ercperts (seeding
clouds), and government representatives find new.methods of supolying water,
we could have a lack of wateri even when we get orrr normal rainfalI. It
stlll becomes our duty to be conserrrative of that which we have and use our
water wisely, filter lt adequately so that it can be reused, I seem to re-
call that our Mlnneapoli.s supply has al.ready been used seven tirnes before
the rivers bring it to us. With population grorbh doubling as raptdly as
it does, we may see the day when our water has been used twelve or fourteen
t,ines. Benjamin Franklints adnonition to trt'Iaste not, want notrt is swrething
we ought to remenber. . . . and practice.

{ Wa-lter Carlock
':.' 
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HffiI TO SNAP AN IRIS

A1nost a year has elapsed since we last photographed 1ris, so this discussion
will have to rely on memory rather more than f would Iike. fntentions are
always to make some notes while f have rny camera out, but you know how it is
in the Earden--you always see sqnething to do first, before you go back in-
side, and good intentions nemain just that--intentions.

My camera is a single lens refleor, which I find excellent for close photog-
raphy. I had a terdency to ignore parallarc and chop the heads off my sub-
jects. By viewtng directly through the lens this fault is corrected for
you. Ilonrever, if you are to take good pictures of iris, you riII need a
camera capabLe of taking elear plctures at close range. Most caneras with"
flxed focus (such as the Instamatic) can be equipped ylth elose-up Lenses.
You riII need a 2+ and a 3h probably rdth an adapter ring. Consu3-t your
carrera shop for this equipment. If you have a Kodak camere, rnrite to Con-
sumer Markets Diuision, Eastman Kodak, Bochester; N.I. lh65O, and ask for
Kodak Pamphlet No. AB-l-1, Close-up Fictures of flLowers. ft expLains in
great detail how to use a fixed focus eamera for close-rrps.

Assuniag you can move in, you nilI need a few more ttdngs to take interest-
ing pictures, Personally, f prefer portraits to group pictures, If all you
are geeking ts general color, then a shot of t,he overall garden, or even of
a large clump can be taken w ithout any added equipment. For better records
and stu$r, it is well to move in close and photograph just one sta-1k, or
even one blossqn.

If you can select and cut a stalk of bloom and take it lnto the house, or
into a sheltered area rith idea-l f.ight conditions, yolr have practically won
the batt,le. If you want to photograph in the garden, lt is uor:a}ly Recee-
sary to improve on the wistlng eonditions. Usually the backgrorlnd is too
busy--other blooms, foliages, the compost piLe--none of which add to the
picttrre.

Gte of the sfunplest backgrornds f have ueed is a bath towel--pale blue, liglrb
green, sofb ye11ohr, or deep green, Theae are easy to tote along, as they do
not wrinkle quickly, sltd take minirnum Epaee. Of courser ydr need either an
assiEtant to hold it back of the subJeet, or a portable screen to set it on.
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f use a double foLd cardboard. It is a niche used in flower shows--about
36tt ta1} by 28il wide, with sides that fold ln to dupport it. (If you are
planting very cIose, you may not have room for all this, and will stXU
need that assistant. ) You may aLso need to improve the light cond:Ltions.
Without using f1ash, it is posslbLe to j-nerease the light intensity on
your subject, by having that handy assistant hold a piece of white card-
board or crumpled and resrnoothed aluminum foil to one side of the subJect
to reflect light on its dark side.

Speaking of light, we have found thet Late mornlng or early afternoon are
good times to photograph fLowers--htgh noon gives a barsh glare, md early
and late day alter the color because of redness fron the sun. Getting a
good blue seems to be quite a trick-they usually photograph purple. Some
of this can be overcome by choosing a day that is partJ.y oyercast" You
will have to compensate in lens opening, hut the blue seems t,o come more
tnre under less intense light.

A word on filn--and I hope f an not belng connrercial. We have found the
tnrest flower color reproduction rrith Agfachrome" No dorrbt there t^riIl be
a dozen arguments, ht that is our preferorrc@r For a really good record of
an 5-ri.s, take a picture of a single stalk to show the branching, and then
move in and take a elose-rrp of an indiuidr:aL bLoom on that sta1k. You will
then see the form, the color r dny haft markings, lace, all the detaiLs which
you may want to remember. These details are loEt in a picture of a clump,

Close-up photography ls very interesting, and very worthwtrlle for record
keeptng. Tou stil1 have tirne to check your camera for equipment for flLower
porbratts before the iris bloom.

!, Marge Fi.sher

BUILDEE,S SHOW REPOHI

Thanks to those who helped organizel set up, iratch over, and take down our
twin City lris Society booth at the Builders Show. As a serviee to the gar-
deners in this area, we distributed about 1r15O sheets of irls culture in-
formation,

The management of tte Builders Shon suggested that the booth should be for
the purpose of at,tempting to get nelu members. So the cardboard displays
were slanted to that purpose. We used the cards that Maybelle Wright de-
signed about trBctending the Iris Season$, suppl-enenting a card on hybridiz-
tng" These raere the priJrrary lnformative displays. 0n red cards we gave a
rnnnber of reasons and benefits one gains by becoming a member. On three
separate pedestal supported cards we urged people to come to our meetings
to learn how to gror better iris, to come to our iris sho'r at Southda-Le, and
the iris auction in Bobbinsdale.

To enhance the booth and attract attention we used four Errrengements, a varl-
ety of plastic arrangements from dwarfs to rather poor imitations of ta}l
bearded ones, and the erepe paper ones that .[liee Stenoien furnished, It
was fun to be there and watch people look startled for a seeond, then go
closer and l-ook, Invariably they would remark about the paper ones.
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A card table on both sj.des eompleted our booth.. On one table were the hand-
out sheets, and a snall chart, listing our local growers. The other table
had a snal1 chart of rates of membership dues and paper slips for names of
those interested in our organization.

All in all, I felt it was a successfirl exhibtt,. It might have been better
to have had more people in the booth to ansrer questions. We gai-ned one
member who joined at the ahow, and have eighteen nanes of peopl-e who filled
out slips ocpressing interest ln Joining or wanting some additional informa-
tion. If we did nothing eJ.se, ftd guess that seven or eight thousand people
looked at the *hlbit and knon the Trin City fris Society erlsts.

Thanks again to those wtro helped.

-, Walt,er Carloek

NE[rl MH,IBER who joined at the Builders Show:
l{rs. Harold Thomforde

Crookston, Minnesota 567L6

Weleomor Mrs. Thomforde! I
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YOUTH}'UL MEMBER HONORED

$euin Boycer age illr showed his display of irls embiryo culture at the Trrin
Cities Regional Seience Fair treld ln the fl Building in St. PauL on Saturday,
Itfiarpb ]$bb. There were 28 competitors in the bioS-ogy classification in whieh
Kerinls entry lron second place. Congratulations to Kevin, whom I{r. Gab1e re-
cruited as a TCIS member three years ago. Kerin has two teaehers interested
in lris who encouraged him on this project, but the person who has had the
most influence on Kevinls lasting interest in irls is his grandnrother, Mrs.
M, C. Senne of Fairmont, who is also a TCIS member, She gave l(evin rhizores
rhich gave him his start towards a back yard filled with about a hundred vari-
eties. Since his grandnother was doing some hybfidizingr he learted frowr her
and has a good nrmber of his onn, The nent step was using enrbryo culture to
speed the day of seelng the bloorn from hls crosses. In spite of the hundreds
of teet tubes and the stertLl"zing 1n the pressure cooker, the whole farnily
has had a Iot of firn seeing the proJect develop.

Kevints scientific eye has noted that the iris he lost thls winter to dry rot
were mostly plicatas, including his pr1ze, Ribbon Round. l[rs, Senne is a
brave experirnenter, too, She intent:,on^affyll6-l,f[ffi8:ed11ngs uncovered w-ith
the idea that an iris in Minnesota has to be hardy" We rilL be waitl-ng to
hear more of this experiment.

Huuni.ngbirds are attracted to certain flowers more than others. whyl
Probably the flower structure is more i.mportant than coLor. Nectar pro-
duction also has some effect, Cood humrnlngbird attracters are: colur-
bine, coral belIs, ajuga, monarda, salvia, suger rater feeders*

- Minnes,ota ,S, tatg HortiguLtgral Soc.

I

t?f



TCIS News & Views

Winners for best cost'ruues

Most Unusual

Plost Typical

Most Hurnorous

Most Elaborat,e

r April 1968 a 5

}{ARCH BLOOMTNG CHA1VIPION IRTS

at the March tr0ome as an frisrr party l^rere t

Wa1ter Carlock as Jet Fire
Ann Johnson as Sanffi

Warren Johnson
A1ice Stenoien

G1enn Hanson and
Zula Hanson

Stover tied for the
oogtuneg.

f+ {r }rt

as 01d Rose
as ffis Time

Don Rrrdser as Zqlg 4erriqt
Millle Stover & Mayb6I'Ie Wntght as Mrorrnine

MeIo4y

as BFianI. Apo, S.eg

prize of guessing the correctF1aybelle Wright
iris identify of

and Mi1lie
the most
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- ffrom Begion 12, American Iris Society Year Book, tg6?


